OFFICE OF STATEWIDE HEALTH PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
CALIFORNIA PATIENT DISCHARGE DATA REPORTING MANUAL, THIRD
EDITION
For Discharge Data for the Years 1999 and 2000

ADMISSION DATE Section 97221

The patient’s date of admission shall be reported in numeric form as follows: the 2-digit
month, the 2-digit day, and the 4-digit year. The numeric form for days and months from 1 to
9 must have a zero as the first digit. For discharges representing a transfer of a patient from
one type of care within the hospital to another type of care within the hospital, as defined by
Subsection (i) of Section 97212 and reported pursuant to Section 97212, the admission date
reported shall be the date the patient was transferred to the type of care being reported on this
record.

DISCUSSION

Format for reporting this data element on the Manua Abstract Reporting Form for discharges
occurring on or after January 1, 1999:

6. ADMISSION DATE

Month Day Year (4-Digit)

Criticd Data Element: If the reported admission date is blank or invdid (such as June 31) and is
not corrected by the hospitd &fter it is identified by OSHPD as an error, the entire discharge
data record will be deleted.

Four Digit Year: Hospitdl medica record systems are expected to be Year 2000 (Y2K)
compliant for discharges on or after January 1, 1999. A compliant system should ensure the
proper recording of the 4-digit year in the medica record system and diminate any ambiguity of
the correct century. If a hospital’s medica record system is not Y2K compliant, processes
should bein place to ensure the continued correct reporting of the

4-digit year when the admission date century is 20xx.
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Reporting Requirements:

The actud date of admission to inpatient care and the actud date of discharge must be
reported, even if the length of Stay isover 365 days.

If the patient is admitted to inpatient care on May 3, 1999, the reported vaue is 05031999.

Discharge/Transfer: Make certain that the date recorded represents the initid date of admission
to the hospital for that episode of inpatient care. A separate episode of inpatient care (a
discharge) is to be reported when a patient is transferred between hospitals or within a hospita
between Types of Care. The admission date for the initid episode is when the patient is first
admitted to the hospita for inpatient care, regardiess of TOC. If the patient is transferred from
one TOC to another (e.g., from acute care to skilled nursing/intermediate care), the admission
date for the second episode would be the date the patient was trandferred to skilled
nursng/intermediate care.

One Day Stays (Same Day): One day stays include patients admitted and discharged on the
same day. Such patients are formaly admitted (expected to remain overnight or longer) but are
discharged on the day of admisson. A discharge data record must be reported to OSHPD.

Observation Patients:. When an observation patient is admitted to inpatient care, the admisson
date to be reported is the date the patient is admitted to inpatient care. See Glossary of Terms
and Abbreviations (Appendix A) for definition of observation.

Ambulatory Surgery Facility and Hospital Outpatient Services: Patients are sometimes admitted
within 48 hours of procedures performed in a licensed ambulatory surgery facility or as an
outpatient at a hospital. Under certain circumstances, the procedure may be reported on the
discharge data record. If so, the procedure date must be reported when it actualy occurred
and not be changed to the admission date. OSHPD accommodates procedure dates three days
prior to the admission date.

Emergency Room: Patients are often seen in the emergency room on one day and remain until
the next day and are then admitted to inpatient care. The admission date reported is the date
the patient actudly is admitted to inpatient care.

Skilled Nursng Bed Hold Days. Skilled nursing bed hold days are not reported to OSHPD.
A patient cannot be in two Types of Care a the sametime.

Length of Stay: Days cdculated by subtracting the date of admisson from the date of

discharge. This is important in studying hospitd utilization and conducting hospita outcomes
studies.
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